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The National Emergency Response Volunteer Program
Current curriculum
Emergency Response Volunteer basic training (24 hours)

CERT basic training (12 hours)
· Disaster Preparedness
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Disasters, how they affect society and individuals and how you can be better prepared for difficult situations.
· Leadership

CERT structure, organization, and how to work safely in emergency situations.

· Disaster Medical Operations
[image: image3.emf]How to provide basic life-saving medical aid for large numbers of victims in large-scale emergencies.
· Fire Suppression
Theory and practical training in basic fire safety and fire suppression techniques, using a fire extinguisher, etc. 

· Disaster Psychology

[image: image4.emf]Insight into the psychological effects on rescue workers (and victims) during disasters. 
· Light search & rescue

Basic techniques for conducting search & rescue operations. 
· Terrorism Awareness
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Basic awareness about terrorism and warning signs. 
· Triage

How to efficiently identify which victims most urgently need medical support in mass-casualty situations.

· Cribbing & Lifting

[image: image6.emf]Basic training in how to safely extricate persons trapped under heavy objects.

CERT skills review and exercise (6 hours)
Review of skills learned during the CERT training. Simulation disaster exercise to practice search & rescue, triage and medical operations under simulated realistic conditions. 

First aid and CPR (6 hours)
[image: image7.emf]While CERT training deals with large-scale situations where there may be many vicitims, this course deals with situations with one or few victims, and how to administer first aid, and CPR (cardio-pulmonary resuscitation) in these situations. 
Advanced Emergency Response Volunteer basic training (50-60 hours)

Emergency Response Volunteer basic training (24 hours)
[image: image8.emf][image: image9.emf][image: image10.emf][image: image11.emf][image: image12.emf]All advanced level volunteers must go through the basic Emergency Response Volunteer training. 
Crisis Communication and Crisis Reception Points (3 hours)
Understanding of crisis reactions and how volunteers can assist, information in a crisis. Training in how to establish Crisis Reception Points to assist large numbers of people in case of major crisis or disaster situations.
Management of spontaneous volunteers (3 hours)
International experience shows that in large-scale disasters and emergencies, large numbers of people may to want to help, which can put great pressure on authorities. This training includes a special methodology (the 30-minute method) for organizing these spontaneous volunteers and systematically categorizing and allocating volunteers.
Advanced first aid and AED training (6-9 hours)
Deepened skills in first aid, including training in the use of an AED (automated external defibrillator) in case of cardiac arrest. 
Advanced CERT training (3-6 hours)
Continued training in CERT skills and additional insight into safe and organized search & rescue, triage and medical operations as an organized team.

Team organization and local orientation (3 hours) 
Placement into a local team. How the team operates if called out, safety, operational procedures. Orientation about the team’s local area - risks, vulnerabilities and resources.
General leadership and teambuilding (6-9 hours)
General leadership and teambuilding training for the team, with exercises relevant to how the team functions operationally. 
[image: image13.emf]Advanced level training exercise (6-12 hours)

Training exercise and disaster simulation (6-12 hours)
After finishing the advanced level training, volunteers go through a more advanced training exercise, under realistic conditions, responding to a fictitious emergency situation.

Following the basic training and exercise, Corps members can choose to continue with more specialized training such as for example fire fighting, first aid, radio communication, etc. 
Volunteers will also go through regular continued training and exercises.
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